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ENTRANCE HALL
The entrance hall is important because it gives the; first arid the
last impression of the home to the person who is arriying or leav-
ing. The hall should not be slighted, and it should indicate fairly
clearly the character of the furnishings in the rest of the house.
It should be treated in a somewhat impersonal way, even to the
extent of formality.
Since empty space is desirable in a hall, the pieces of furniture
should be few. A small hall needs only a chair or bench and a
mirror, although a small table is useful. In a large hall such pieces
as a table, console, chest of drawers, low chest, bench, or sofa
with end tables are suitable. Pairs of things are sometimes used
to give a formal effect. See page 60. As a hall should not invite
one to linger, pictures and very comfortable chairs are usually out
of place in it. Needless to say the hat rack is out of date, as
visitors* wraps are for short periods placed on a seat or for longer
ones left in a hall closet.
LIVING ROOM
The living room should be the kind of room that its name indi-
cates, for every member of the family should live in it. It should
express the spirit of home to the family, and of welcome to the
friends of the family. The ideal living room should have gay
curtains and flowers, a comfortable sofa, a radio, a table to work
on, a desk, a rug that can be rolled back for dancing, and a hearth
with a fire on it whenever it is cold, comfortable chairs drawn up
near it, and plenty of lamps, books, and magazines close by. A
place for each member of the family to follow his or her occupa-
tion with a well-lighted, comfortable chair for each is a necessity
in the home of average size.
Furnishings should be arranged so that the living room has a
center of interest. This feature should be emphasized so that,
upon entering the room, one looks there. A secondary center of
interest, too, is often desirable particularly in a large room. See
page 314- A fireplace, a sofa or another distinctive piece of furni-
ture, a hobby collection, or a group of pictures may be the center
of interest. See page 59. A picture window, which is the center
of interest during the day, loses its importance at night.

